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PERON CAPTIVE BREEDING CENTRE 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [12.03 pm]: I would like to inform the house 
about the successful conclusion of the breeding program for some of Western Australia’s rarest animals at the 
Peron Captive Breeding Centre at Francois Peron National Park in the Shark Bay World Heritage area. The 
centre, which has been operated by the Department of Parks and Wildlife since 1997, is in the final stages of 
releasing the last of its animals. As a key part of Project Eden, this centre established self-sustaining populations 
of bilbies and malleefowl on Peron Peninsula and supplied animals to other critically important conservation 
projects across Australia. Project Eden began in 1993 when Peron Peninsula was identified as a suitable site to 
control feral animals and reintroduce threatened native fauna. Some 100 000 hectares of land were set aside for 
animals such as bilbies to live without the threat of feral cats and foxes, and a breeding centre was established 
there by the then Department of Conservation and Land Management, a forerunner of the present Department of 
Parks and Wildlife. 

Before European settlement, the bilby was found on more than 70 per cent of the Australian mainland; the 
species now occurs only in less than 20 per cent of its former range. Before the establishment of the Peron 
Captive Breeding Centre, the bilby was found only in very isolated populations on the mainland. The innovative 
project has helped save this vulnerable species from extinction. Between October 2000 and September 2013, 
Department of Parks and Wildlife staff released just over 175 bilbies at Francois Peron National Park and on 
south Peron. Although the number of bilbies now living in these areas is difficult to confirm, we believe that 
considerably more are now living on Francois Peron National Park than the number released. 

I am delighted that the purpose of the Peron Captive Breeding Centre has now been achieved, with animals bred 
there having gone on to establish new populations across the state, including at Faure Island, dryandra woodland 
near Narrogin, Lorna Glen in central Western Australia, Monarto Zoological Park and Cleland Wildlife Park in 
South Australia, and Kanyana Wildlife Rehabilitation Centre in Perth. 

The continued success of the bilby populations on Peron Peninsula will be closely monitored. The Department of 
Parks and Wildlife’s Western Shield fauna recovery program will also continue and be fundamental to this 
success story. The positive results that we have seen from the release of bilbies into Francois Peron National 
Park are a step in the right direction, but there is much more work to do. 
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